U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Office of Security
601 South 12th Street
Arlington, VA 22202

Transportation Security Administration

August 5, 2004

Re: TSA Security Appeals Panel Decision 
By letter dated May 21, 2004, the Acting Director of the Credentialing Program Office,  issued a final decision denying you a Top Secret security clearance and access to classified information (CPO Decision). On or about June 3, 2004, you indicated your intent to appeal the CPO decision and requested a personal appearance before TSA Security Appeals Panel (Panel), which was established pursuant to Executive Order 12968, Access to Classified Information, and an April 28, 2004, delegation of authority from Deputy Secretary, Department of Homeland Security. You appeared before the Panel on July 29, 2004, with your representative, David Price, Esq., and presented reasons why you believe that you should be granted access to classified information.

The Panel reviewed carefully all of the material relied upon by the deciding official and the information you provided to the Panel. The Panel determined that each of your explanations with respect to Issue # 1, Specifications 1 and 2 were credible and sufficient to refute and/or mitigate the security concerns about your access to classified material raised by the personal conduct identified in the CPO Decision, particularly since you were commended highly for your law enforcement services in Kosovo while employed by Dyncorp and by the Tarboro Police Department during the periods in question. With respect to Issue # 1, Specification 3, the Panel finds that your explanation was credible in light of the recommendation of the Town Manager. You demonstrated persuasively that it is clearly consistent with the national interest to grant you a security clearance. 
Accordingly, the Panel overrules the CPO Decision and finds you eligible for access to classified information and a Top Secret Security Clearance.

This is the final Agency decision on your access to classified information based on your 2002 OPM background investigation. A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Federal Air Marshal Service and CPO for appropriate action.

